CHAPTEE IX.

MYSTICISM.1

ONE of the objections taken by Christian writers to the Veddnta ideal
of tat-lwam-asi is that the potential identity of Man with God, which
it posits, is inconceivable and absurd, while any attempt at its rea-
lisation involves a mysticism of no practical value to man. The
idea may, indeed, be inconceivable and absurd, if tested by the theories
of Imowledge now current in Europe. But, as stated in the previous
chapters, these theories themselves require correction.

It is quite obvious that, so long as we pay little heed to the laws of
psychic phenomena, and, consider the laws of our knowing the objects
in time and space to be equally the laws of our knowing all objects,
most of the spiritual truths must remain beyond our reach..

Those who are competent to speak on the subject tell us that we
do not yet know the nature of that intellectual faculty which, we
ordinarily call the mind. Notwithstanding the great researches of men
like Gall and Spurzheim, Combe and Hollandar, medical science lias
not yet succeeded in making an exhaustive analysis of the human
brain, with -which tlie mind is supposed to function: it is not yet
able, for instance, to say definitely what function the pineal gland in
the brain or the pituitary body which is situated near it, or the capil-
lary tube in the spinal canal perform. " Cerebral anatomists " (says
Mr. Hudson) " have not yet studied, the subject from the standpoint of
duality of mind." They do not Imow what that which Mr. Hudson
^   calls the subjective aspect of the mind is, whose functions, according
to him, are entirely independent of the brain; they do not know that
cc the brain is not the organ of the highest intelligence m man."

The researches of the Psychic Eesearch. Society and oilier scien-
tific bodies on these points have not yet received due recognition in
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